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Difficulties of being a pastor in Cambodia
Dear brothers and sisters,

For those who have received my prayer updates or recently visited us, you may be aware of that
the past two years is a difficult time for the C&MA Phnom Penh Church. Departure of co-
workers one by one, relocation of the church to a rented place, drop in the number of brothers
and sisters.... We have only one local pastor left behind, who was pursuing part-time further
study at the Bible school in the past two years. Though we have got temporary staff for the
clerical and cleaning work on weekdays and Bible school teacher and graduate helping our
Sunday School and Service, we still lack committed, high-quality, full-time co-workers. We
can only keep the operation of the church, such as the Worship Team and Youth Fellowship, to
the minimum. Our sisters’ group and Children’s Sunday School almost come to a halt, and not
to say the outreach activities or making any long-term plan for the church.

Team of co-workers re-organised

Thanks God, our pastor Sophoin finally completed his two years’ study in June. In August, we
were able to refill the permanent position of office secretary with a university graduate whose
name is Sochiet. To replace the student helper, we have recently hired a sister called Sum as
cleaner. Hopefully, the most difficult time has gone! Please pray that the team of co-workers
of Phnom Penh Church will be stable and they are able to have good partnership with each
other and the missionaries.

Sem Rany—the first seminary student of our church!

Yet, the most exciting of all—we have our own church member, the first one, who is willing to
dedicate herself to the Lord and be a pastor! Born in a farmers’ family, Sem Rany came to the
capital Phnom Penh in 2006 to pursue university education. Her uncle is a church pastor in
Phnom Penh and she believed in Jesus in that church. In early 2009, Rany came to the C&MA
Phnom Penh Church while she was studying at our Human Resource Development Center, and
got baptised into our church at the end of the year. Unlike many Cambodian believers whose
faith and participation in the church are short-lived, Rany remains active in our church,
contributing to the Worship Team, Youth Fellowship and Children’s Sunday School in different
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ways. Finally, she made up her mind to give up her three years’ teaching job at a children’s
organisation and go to the Phnom Penh Bible School this October for four years’ training as a
church pastor. Praise the Lord! Please pray for Rany’s student life in the Bible school. May
God grant her wisdom and strength for the study and mould her into an instrument for noble
purposes, to be useful to the Master and prepared to do any good work!

Difficulties of being a pastor in Cambodia

Rany is a rare exceptional case of degree-holders who are willing to give up their professions and
become pastors. Until today, most of the Bible school students of Cambodia come from the
village, with high school or some only primary school background. These Bible school
students, after graduation, may be able to well shepherd their brothers and sisters in the village.
However, it would not be easy for them to satisfy the spiritual appetite of the congregation in the
cities, where many brothers and sisters and prospective believers have university background and
are professionals or semi-professionals in different sectors of the society. Concepts of church
administration, annual budget or five-year plan, for example, are totally unfamiliar to them.
How much the Cambodian churches, especially those in the cities, need mature believers who
have received tertiary education to become pastors!

However, while in Hong Kong and many other developed areas, being a pastor is more or less a
middle-class profession, being a pastor in Cambodia means low status and little salary.
Christianity has still not yet been widely accepted in this Buddhist nation and believers who
would like to become pastors usually have to face fierce opposition from their families. More
importantly, for most of the Cambodian churches, the offering income they received from their
local believers is not able to cover the expenses and they still have to largely rely on subsidies
from abroad. To support their own living, it is not uncommon for the Cambodian pastors to be
“tent-makers”—such as farmers, motorcycle drivers and small business owners—on weekdays
and minister the churches at weekends. This partly explains why many Bible school students,
after graduation, prefer working in Christian organisations rather than being church pastors, as
the former may provide them with stable and market-level income, clear path of advancement,
and lots of training opportunities.

For those degree-holders who have the heart to become church workers, the opportunity cost is
even higher. Sometimes, their concerns are not only for themselves, but also for their families.
Many Cambodian young people who are now studying at universities are actually the first one in
their families who pursue tertiary education. They are expected to take up afterwards the
obligation to support their old parents in the village and subsidise their younger siblings, and
sometimes including their extended family members, to go to universities. To give up their
high salary and professions and become church workers is really a tough decision for them.

Being a Christian in Cambodia is no easy; being His servant is even more difficult. The road is
narrow; the cost is high; and very few are willing to take it. Please pray that these only few
won 't give up serving God and God will grant them faith, strength and abilities to deal with all
kinds of difficulties and challenges in ministry work and in life. May God also raise more
Cambodian university graduates to be His servants and shepherd His flock!
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Thank you for building the church of Cambodia with us.
Serving the kingdom of God together,
Samuel Kan

Phnom Penh
17 October 2013
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