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My Mission in Cambodia 
 
Greetings brothers and sisters, 
 
Family Re-union 
 
It’s the beginning of the Chinese Lunar New Year. Let me here wish you and your family an 
abundant and meaningful New Year in the Lord, full of peace, joy and strength! My Mum and 
Dad, like what they did in the past, came to visit me during the Chinese New Year. But this year 
they arrived earlier, so we’re able to have the year-end dinner together—the first time for the past 
seven years (including my previous four years in Macau, plus my third year now in Cambodia).  
I thank God for this. My Mum and Dad will stay here for one month. But as I’ve to stay in the 
student dormitory of our church two or three evening per week, they’ve to stay alone at my 
home. Please pray for their health, safety and adaptation here and that we’ll have a happy family 
re-union in Lord. 
 
Language Learning 
 
By the grace of God, I completed earlier the Khmer language studies at university and passed the 
examination with credit, though I think it’s a matter of examination skills more than a real 
reflection of my Khmer language abilities! Now I’ve a personal tutor to help me further with the 
language, especially with the Christian terms and vocabularies. Please remember my long-term 
language learning in prayer.1 
 
Dormitory Ministry 
 
At the beginning of this year, I’ve been assigned to the ministry of the male university student 
dormitory of the C&MA Phnom Penh Churc�û�¿ which was established in August 1998, the 
dormitory aims to provide accommodation for the young men who come from different provinces 
to the capital, Phnom Penh to pursue tertiary education but are not able to afford a place to live.  
Normally, they will spend their four years of university studies in the dormitory as well as in the 
church. By what other means can we reach unbelievers who will voluntarily stay in the church 
for four years? Now, God has put them into our hands! By means of everyday interactions and 
when they meet crisis that Jesus can intervene into their lives and let them experience Him, rather 
than only let them learn about Jesus or the Bible in a formal classroom environment. 
 

   
C&MA Phnom Penh Church Study room Bedroom 

                                                           
1 For further details, see my prayer letter “Cambodian Holiday Season” of 9 October 2007. 
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Besides, these young men are the elites and would-be leaders of the Cambodian society.  If the 
church is able to grasp the four years’ opportunity, which is also the golden time of their lives, 
sharing the gospel with them, instilling God’s words into their minds and building them up as 
Jesus’ disciples, they will become not only the salt and light of the society, but also the future 
pillars of the church.  Even though some of them may leave Phnom Penh after graduation, they 
will become a blessing to the churches elsewhere as long as they have a strong foundation of 
faith.2  The dormitory is therefore a strategic ministry for the growth of the church and the 
students are our most important assets.  Please keep the dormitory ministry in prayer. 
 

 
 

Future leaders of the Cambodian churches 
 
Problems and Challenges 
 
Though the dormitory ministry looks promising, it doesn’t mean that it is without problems.  
Almost all the new students, when they are admitted to the dormitory, are unbelievers.  After 
they have been staying in the dormitory for half a year or one year, nearly all of them would like 
to believe in Jesus and get baptised.  Some will keep growing in Christ after baptism and 
participate actively in church.3  Many are lukewarm believers and upon graduation, will leave 
the dormitory and the church at the same time.  Now we have 29 students in our dormitory.  
Their test of faith will come when they graduate—see whether they will be back to church (to our 
church or to other churches if they are away from Phnom Penh) after they have left the 
dormitory.  Please pray that none of our students will be lost. 
 
Such problem of believer outflow may be seen as a general phenomenon among the churches in 
places where Christians are the tiny minority and have to face a lot of social pressure.  The 
problem, however, may also be traced back to why that person would become a believer.  Many 
students said that they previously believed in Buddhism because all their family members as well 
as the people in the village community are Buddhists.  Do the dormitory students now believe in 
Jesus also because of peer pressure or crowd effect?  Or is it because they want to keep their 
place in the dormitory and that’s why they would like to become the church members?  This is a 
common problem for the churches in developing countries as many believers are attracted to 

                                                           
2 While some university students, after graduation, will work in the provinces, most of them will stay behind and 
work in the capital, Phnom Penh because there are better opportunities. 
3 For more stories about the dormitory students, see the Hong Kong Alliance Mission’s periodical (in Chinese) 
Cross, October 2006. 
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churches in the first place because of physical advantages such as food, medical service or the 
chance of studying English.  May Holy Spirit work in their hearts and give them a pure heart to 
receive Jesus, the bread of life.  As He promises, those who come to Him will never go hungry, 
and those who believe in Him will never be thirsty. (John 6:35) 
 
As far as the church is concerned, it is our responsibility to give the dormitory students proper 
teaching and spiritual care before and after they become Christians.  As explained above, it is 
not difficult to make them believe in Jesus during their four years in the dormitory, but what’s 
more challenging is to build them up as Jesus’ disciples and followers for the rest of their life.  I 
therefore need your prayer support for this daunting task.  Please keep my physical and 
spiritual well-being in prayer so that I may fulfil my mission in Cambodia! 
 
Thank you for being my partners in God’s Great Commission. I hope you too are able to fulfil 
His mission to you! 
 
Samuel Kan 
Phnom Penh 
14 February 2008 


